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NITY. (3) REQUESTING THAT IN THE EVENT OF GOVERNMENT
GRANTING ADDITION TO PERSONNEL TO SECURE ADEQUATE RE-
PRESENTATION OF ALL INTERESTS INVOLVED ALL . PASSIVE RESISTANCE
PRISONERS SHOULD IMMEDIATELY BE DISCHARGED.         INDIAN COM-

MUNITY WOULD THEN UNDERTAKE TO SUSPEND PASSIVE RESIS-
TANCE UNTIL PUBLICATION OF COMMISSION^ REPORT BUT IF GOV-
ERNMENT REFUSED COMPLIANCE WITH THESE REQUESTS COMMUNITY
WOULD BE OBLIGED AT ONCE TO PROSECUTE STRUGGLE WITH
RENEWED VIGOUR AND DETERMINATION. I SEE NO PROSPECT OF
GOVERNMENT BEING ABLE TO COMPLY WITH THESE DEMANDS,
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PRETORIA,
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PRIVATE AND PERSONAL

MY          CONFIDENTIAL          TELEGRAM         22ND         DECEMBER.          IF          INDIANS

FOLLOW    GANDHI'S    ADVICE    THE    POSITION    is    SERIOUS,     GOVERNMENT

WILL PRESS THE COMMISSION TO MAKE ENQUIRY AS FAR ' AS
POSSIBLE. BUT CONCURRENTLY THERE MAY BE RECRUDESCENCE OF
MARCHES INTO TRANSVAAL STRIKES AND VIOLENCE. IF SO QUES-
TION OF TAKING LEGISLATIVE POWERS TO REPATRIATE INDENTURED
INDIANS WHO REFUSE TO WORK AND LAW BREAKERS WILL AT
ONCE ARISE. VICEROY OF INDL\ AMPTHILL AND GOKHALE HAVE
I BELIEVE ALREADY MENTIONED GENERAL REPATRIATION BUT AP-
PARENTLY AS A MENACE. IF INDIAN GOVERNMENT PROPOSED
THIS J, C. SMUTS TELLS ME THAT IT WOULD BE WELCOMED
BY MINISTERS. FURTHER HE SAYS THAT NATAL PLANTERS AND
COLLIERY OWNERS ARE BEGINNING TO REALISE THAT THIS
MAY BE THE ONLY SOLUTION. BUT THIS IS THE LAST THING
WISHED BY THE INDIANS HERE. IF THEY REALISED THAT THE
LAW BREAKERS WOULD BE REPATRIATED IT WOULD PROBABLY
PUT AN END TO LAW BREAKING. AT PRESENT GANDHI AND
HIS ASSOCIATES HERE AND IN INDIA BELIEVE THAT COOLIES ARE
ESSENTIAL TO NATAL AND PRESS IMPOSSIBLE DEMANDS ON THAT
SUPPOSITION.          THESE DEMANDS ARE IMPOSSIBLE.         REPRESSION OF

DISORDER      IS      COMPARATIVELY      EASY      BUT      IT      IS      NO      REMEDY     AND
WILL       EMBITTER       FEELING       IN       INDIA.

MINISTERS      THINK      THAT      THEY      WILL      HAVE      TO      GO      TO      THE
ROOT        OF       THE        TROUBLE.         DO       YOU       THINK        REPATRIATION        OF
LAW      BREAKERS      AND       INPENTUREP      INDIANS       JN      WHOLE       OJt